
 
“The Russian National Character: The Motherland (Rodina) and National 

Cultural Identity”
 
 

A talk by Tony Kevin for Pushkin Club of Canberra, 2 May 2021) 
 

Venue; St John the Baptist Church Community Hall, Narrabundah, Canberra  
 

Main themes
 

Russian landscape: forest and steppe 
Elites’ rediscovery of Russian identity after Napoleonic Wars
Russia becomes a multicultural space. The ‘Русский мир’ 
Class and the role of the creative intelligentsia
Some key words about Russianness 
Religious faith, stoicism and optimism 
Family and community  
Exile and return 
War: invasion and remembrance
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